The book opens with a brief historical section followed by details of the present day amputee population and an introduction to the Roehampton service.
The pre-operative assessment. care and treatment chapter deals with causes of amputation and relevant investigations. There is little mention of the importance of preserving the knee joint or of the influence of good surgical techniques on the future rehabilitation prospects of the amputee.
In the early post-operative phase stump bandaging is not favoured by the authors, however most other methods discussed for controlling stump oedema are ineffective. Aspects of general care, transfers and bed exercises are covered with some good exercises for stump strengthening. The use of the Pneumatic Post-Amputation Mobility Aid is fully covered. It is disappointing that the Femurett, Tulip aid and "walking plasters" are only briefly mentioned as, properly used, they are valuable in early mobilization. The chapter on referral to a Limb Fitting Centre assumes that the amputee attends as an out-patient. Guidelines are given for the assessment of an amputee's potential as a limb wearer and the likely functional outcome. Alternate forms of mobility are discussed, some of which are primitive. The sections on gait borrow heavily from the manuals of Strathclyde University, Glasgow, New York University and North Western University, Chicago. Each level of amputation has a separate chapter, from hemi-pelvectomy and hip disarticulation to Syme's and partial-foot. Temporary prostheses are advocated for almost all levels as a first limb. Topics covered for each level are temporary prosthesis components, checking the prosthesis, functional re-education (donning etc.) and gait re-education. These are repeated with reference to the definitive prosthesis. All above-knee and through-knee temporary prostheses described are fitted with a knee-lock regardless of the amputees' age or ability.
Greater coverage is given to "conventional prostheses" than to modular systems and modem materials.
The problems of the bilateral amputee are considered separately, as are other complicating conditions such as stroke, arthrodesed joints or bums. A good chapter on the management of upper limb amputees is contributed by Alicia Mendez. The chapter "General Advice to the Amputee" is full of sound commonsense regarding care of the remaining limb, stump, stump socks and prosthesis.
The Appendix lists sources of further information, addresses, a glossdry of terms and bibliography .
This book will be extremely valuable for the physiotherapist treating amputees within the current service in England and Wales but the Roehampton approach should not be regarded as providing the only or the optimum level of care and prosthetic provision which is available in the United Kingdom or abroad. J. Cree, E. Rarnsay, Dundee Limb Fitting Centre, 133 Queen Street, Broughty Ferry, DUNDEE
The Society is happy to announce the formation of a National Member Society in China.
